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LIFELINE
Dear Readers,

A small story that touched my heart,

A father was reading a magazine and his little daughter every now and then distracted him.
Trying to keep her busy, he tore out one page on which was printed the map of the world. 
He then tore the page into pieces and asked her to go to her room and put them together to 
make the map again.
He was sure she would take the whole day to get it done. But the little one came back within 
minutes with the perfect map.
When he asked how she could do it so quickly, she said, “Oh… Dad, there is a man's face on 
the other side of the paper… I made the face perfect to get the map right.” She ran outside 
to play leaving the father surprised.

Reflection:
There is always the other side to whatever you experience in this world. This story 
indirectly teaches a lesson. i.e. whenever we come across a challenge or a puzzling 
situation, look at the other side… You will be surprised to see an easy way to tackle the 
problem.

Wishing you all a very Happy Diwali and a delightful New Year!

1

?Telling stories has long been recognized as an important part of healing, self-knowledge, and personal and spiritual vehicle 
for connecting us to other people it is a means for understanding ourselves and our place in the world.

?We tell stories in order to live. We use stories to construct meaning and communicate ourselves to another. 

?Stories have the potential to build authentic communities of shared meaning and values.

?Considering the importance of storytelling to a child's development, psychologists have promoted the positive effects of 
reading and telling children stories for decades. It is a particularly good way to teach children realistic thinking, as stories can 
show children how people realistically solve their problems.

?Example is always the best teacher - and what we do always overwhelms and overshadows and out teaches what we say. 

?Stories, because of their hold on the imagination, can create an attachment to goodness. The nature of stories enables us to 
"rehearse" moral decisions, strengthening our solidarity with the good. 
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Marty was a little mouse
who wanted bigger things.

He wanted to be popular
like presidents and kings.

He wanted to be noticed and
to feel important too, but 

Marty felt so small and he did 
not know what to do.

He always was a good mouse
who did what his parents said,

but one day Marty let a bad idea 
get in his head.

He thought that if he told a lie
about something he did,

he'd make his friends believe
that he was one outstanding kid.

So Marty told his friends
that he could outrun any cat.
He said he did it lots of times

and he was proud of that.

Soon Marty became popular.
The town all knew his name.

They thought he ran with cats
and that brought Marty lots of fame.

But Marty's lie was tested
when a cat came walking by

and one of Marty's friends said,
"Marty, give that cat a try!"

When Marty saw the cat
he was so scared that he fell down.

Before he could get up
the cat pinned Marty on the ground.

The cat held Marty up,
about to have him for his lunch;
when down upon his head came 
a big tree branch with a crunch!

The cat was seeing stars,
so he let Marty down again.

When Marty looked up he knew
he was just saved by his friends.

So Marty thanked his friends
and said, "I'm sorry that I lied.

I should have told the truth;
and without you I might have 

died!"

He told them that he wanted
to do something big and great.
But he did not know that a lie
could cause him such a fate.

His friends told him that he was 
great and big enough for them,

but most of all they hoped
he learned to never lie again

In time Marty grew bigger
and much wiser than in youth.

His life was so much better
when he simply told the truth.

~ THE END ~
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